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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply r 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under tlie provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to Gommunication(s) filed on 15 September 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim (s) 6-19 is/are withdrawn from consideration. ' 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) t:5 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim (s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ? 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). *. 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. ' 



Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Drafteperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) 13 Infonnatlon Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/IV!ail Date 5/25/05 . 6) O Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first Office Action for application number 10/520,476, Device for Fixing 
an Object on a Vertical Rod, filed on 9/1 5/05. Claims 1 -1 9 are pending. 

Affidavit under 1. 132 

The affidavit filed under 37 CFR 1 . 1 32 dated 1 /1 8/05 with regards to the 
translation is acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement submitted on 5/25/05 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the infomiation disclosure statement has 
been considered by the examiner. 

> 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6-19 are Objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim depends from another multiple dependent claims 
which is improper. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 6-19 have not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly * 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites a "second fastener" which appears to be the same as the "first 
fastener" as recited by claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - ' 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by United 
States Patent No. 5641 141 to Goodwin. 

i 

The patent to Goodwin discloses a device for fastening an article to a primary 
support, the device comprising a rod (120) having a cylindrical body and at least a first 
(112) fastener arrangement for fastening the article to the body of the rod in releasable 
manner and in a position that is adjustable along the rod, the device being characterized 
in that the first fastener arrangement comprises a first assembly part (first half of 1 1 2) 
presenting two branches (1 1 4) suitable for placing on either side of the body In such a 
manner as to hold the first assembly part in place on the body by friction, with it being 
possible for the part to be slid manually in a longitudinal direction to a selected position 
along the body, and a second assembly part (second half of 1 12) suitable for being 
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secured to the first assembly part with the branches being clamped against the body in 
such a manner as to lock the first assembly part In the selected position and a second 
fastener arrangement (152, See Figure 5 which shows dual assembly part being used) 
for fastening the rod to the primary support In a vertical orientation, the second fastener 
arrangement comprising a first assembly (same as above) part having two branches 
suitable for placing on either side of the body in such a manner as to hold the first ' 
assembly part in place on the body by friction, and a second assembly part suitable for 
being secured to the first assembly part with the branches being clamped onto the body 
in such a manner as lock the first assembly part in position, in which the rod has an 
integrally formed head (136) at its top end that is of section greater than that of the' body 
wherein the first assembly part assembly part of the first arrangement and the first ' 
assembly part (4) of the second fastener arrangement are interchangeable. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following documents show various assemblies for rods 

2002/009661 0 to Fernandez 

6948689 to Kenney 

6283425 to Liljevik 

6250596 to Gordin et al. 

58671 32 to Biasing et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling at 
telephone number 571-272-6823. The examiner can normally be reached (Mon-Frl 
8am-5:00pm). The fax machine number for the Technology center is 571 -273-8300 
(formal amendments), Informal amendments or communications 571 -273-6823. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Technology Center receptionist at 571 -272-3600. 

. ^ .. AMY^STERLINGi 
Amy J. Sterling PRIMARY EXAMINEF 

1 2/1 9/07 TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 
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